8/6

<E

<E

Joseph the Dreamer
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God uses all things to accomplish His good plan for us.
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PRAY, then read Genesis 37:1-4. From your previous reading, and this section,
what problems to do you see in the Jacob’s family relationships (father, sons, Joseph,
wives, daughters)?
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Read Genesis 37:5-11. What purpose for Joseph does God begin to reveal in a
dream? How was it received by his family?
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Read Genesis 37:12-36. Joseph walked nearly 100 km from home to find his brothers.
But his effort and concern was repaid with evil. Yet, in the middle of evil, what things
do you see in this section that point to God’s providence and protection in Joseph’s
predicament? (Hint, consider v.21, v.24b, v.25, v.36)
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Joseph’s life was in real danger. But Reuben was there to save Joseph from the hand
of his brothers. Instead of being killed, he was thrown into a well. Reuben planned to
return Joseph to his father later. There was no water in the well at the time, so
Joseph was saved. Just at that time, a caravan of traders came along. Joseph was sold
as a slave to Egypt. In the middle of unexpected evil, was unexpected providence.
Our lives are the same: God’s plan is accomplished through both. A Japanese
proverb says, “Troubles are twisted together like a rope.” But the Bible says, “God’s
doings and man’s doings are twisted together like a rope.” Do you know that God’s
plan can be accomplished not only through good things, but even through bad things?
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Do you think God’s purposes for Joseph in question 2 were thwarted by coming
from a broken family background or being wronged by his family? (cf. 50:20)
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Jacob’s favoritism, Joseph’s poor judgement, his brother’s hatred, these things were
seeds for a bad result. But, God used even their sinful results in his perfect plan.
Know that God is at work in the history of your life too! Everything is in His hand.
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Can God be working through your hard situation too to accomplish just the plan he
intends? What kind of plan is it? (Romans 8:28)
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My part in the process: (as seen in Joseph)

waiting, being faithful, trusting, moving forward in faith
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